














Dave Lerner, Director of Columbia Entrepreneurship

Dave joined Columbia Entrepreneurship after seven years running Columbia’s 
Venture Lab where he spun out 70+ technology startups based on university 
research. He is also an Adjunct Professor of Entrepreneurship at Columbia 
Business School where he teaches the Greenhouse Accelerator Program and 
the Launching Your Startup. Dave is an entrepreneur (2 exits) and angel 
investor in 50+ companies. His personal blog explores the worlds of university 
entrepreneurship and venture investing. Dave serves as a mentor at TechStars 
and is on the Board of New York Tech Meetup.

Adam Royalty, Designer-in-Residence at 
Columbia Entrepreneurship Design Studio

Adam Royalty is the Designer-in-Residence at Columbia Entrepreneurship 
Design Studio and the founding director of the Columbia Entrepreneurship 
Design Studio.  He comes to Columbia from the Stanford Hasso Plattner 
Institute of Design the d.school at Stanford University.  Since his arrival in 
the fall of 2014, Adam has been co-teaching “Launching Your Startup” and 
“Green House” with Professor Dave Lerner at Columbia Business School.  In 
the 2015 Spring semester Adam is co-
teaching a course aimed at helping students 

conceive, test, plan, pitch, and “Launch Social Ventures” SIPA Professor.

Nat Kelner, Associate Director of Columbia Entrepreneurship

Nat drove the successful launch of the Columbia Startup Lab and 
oversees the high-level functioning of the SoHo facility. Nat plays a key 
role on the teaching team of Steve Blank’s Lean LaunchPad boot camp, 
Hacking for Defense, and the Greenhouse Accelerator at Columbia 
Business School.  Nat sits on the board of Columbia Bartending Agency, 
a student-run enterprise with a � fty year legacy.  He conducts 
entrepreneurship o�  ce hours and works on the successful launch of 
our next big thing.  Prior to Columbia, Nat co-founded the Vermont 
Venture Foundry and was lead programmer at an angel-backed startup.

Joseph Heritage, Design Lead at 
Columbia Entrepreneurship Design Studio

Joseph Heritage ’17SIPA is the Design Lead at Columbia Entrepreneurship. 
Joe has over eight years of research, project design, and project management 
experience. He has worked on agrarian-based social enterprises, value chain 
development, IDP post-con� ict resettlement, entrepreneurship accelerator 
training, sustainable � nance mapping, and market access projects. Prior to 
Columbia, he lived in Kenya for seven years where he co-founded and 
managed Freedom Global, a Kenyan social enterprise that employs and 
educates internally displaced persons working in staple, livestock, and 
commodity crop value chains.

THE COLUMBIA 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
TEACHING TEAM

Inspired by the incredible example of mentorship and generosity provided by 
our great friend Coach Bill Campbell, Columbia Entrepreneurship, along with 
our many collaborators across Columbia, has formally launched the 
#CoachingColumbia movement.  It’s exactly Bill’s type of generosity and the 
spirit of “paying it forward” that has given momentum to the entrepreneurship 
culture of Columbia University.

We’re grateful to so many of our alumni who sustain Coach Campbell’s 
tradition of giving great mentorship and advice to � edgling Columbia 
entrepreneurs. These alumni sel� essly give their time and wisdom to the next 
generation across campus during the academic year, downtown at the 
Columbia Startup Lab, and across the world in the global Columbia alumni 
community.  So to recognize their contributions, we’re launching this 
#CoachingColumbia movement.

From top left to right: Dr. Amol Sarva ‘98CC, Leslie Gittess ‘88CC, 
Deborah Jackson ‘80BUS, Stuart Ellman, Coach Bill Campbell.
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