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SPEAKER BIOS

CHANGEMAKER ERA – KEYNOTE

HENRY DE SIO JR.
Global Chair Framework Change at Ashoka Institute, COO '08 Obama Campaign

Honorable Henry F. De Sio, Jr. is an author, international keynote speaker, campaign and innovation strategist, and organizational coach. His book is entitled, Campaign Inc.: How Leadership and Organization Propelled Barack Obama to the White House.

De Sio was appointed Deputy Assistant to President Barack Obama at the beginning of the new administration, and he was Chief Operating Officer (COO) in the 2008 Obama for America presidential campaign. He currently promotes the principles of individual and organizational leadership through his writings and public speaking engagements. 

Henry's perspectives are uniquely influenced by "The Changemaker Effect",  a term he coined to describe the global shift from a world long defined by hierarchy, specialized skills, and jobs of repetition, to the new Changemaker era that has emerged due to rising individual agency coupled with technological advancements and the democratization of leadership. He also offers the new framework for parenting, education, politics, and organizational leadership.

De Sio proudly serves as the Global Chair of Framework Change at Ashoka, a role that allows him to pursue his passion for helping individuals and organizations navigate this new strategic landscape. Henry works with leading social impact leaders across sectors and geographies to mainstream the new outlook, capacities, and experiences youth must have to thrive in a world of dynamic disruptive change. 

Henry earned his B.A. in Political Science from U.C. Santa Barbara and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Harvard's Kennedy School. He currently lives in Alexandria, Virginia, with his wife and two sons.

ASTROPRENEURSHIP - PANEL

MIKE MASSIMINO
Columbia professor of Mechanical Engineering, Former NASA Astronaut

Mike Massimino, a former NASA astronaut and the first person to tweet from space, is a Professor of Mechanical Engineering at Columbia University and the Senior Advisor for Space Programs at the Intrepid Sea, Air, and Space Museum. He received his Bachelor of Science from Columbia and Masters of Science in both Mechanical Engineering and in Technology and Policy, as well as his PhD in Mechanical Engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

After working as an engineer at IBM, NASA, and McDonnell Douglas Aerospace, along with academic appointments at both Rice University and the Georgia Institute of Technology, Mike was selected as an astronaut candidate by NASA in 1996. A veteran of two space flights, the fourth and fifth Hubble Space Telescope servicing missions in 2002 and 2009, Mike has many accomplishments including a team record for the number of hours spacewalking in a single space shuttle mission. He has also received a number of awards during his NASA career including two NASA Space Flight Medals, the NASA Distinguished Service Medal, American Astronautical Society’s 2009 Flight Achievement Award, and Star of the Italian Solidarity (Italian Knighthood). He is also the holder of two patents and author of many engineering research papers.

Back at his alma mater, Columbia, Mike is teaching an undergraduate engineering course, Introduction to Human Space Flight, which harnesses his years of academic and professional experience. He is also working with The Art of Engineering, a course in which all first-year engineers attend design lectures and work on engineering projects with socially responsible themes.

Mike has made numerous television appearances including a six-time recurring role as himself on the CBS hit comedy “The Big Bang Theory.”  He hosted Science Channel's "The Planets" and its special "The Great American Eclipse," and will be featured in National Geographic Television’s upcoming series “One Strange Rock.”  He is a frequent guest on television news and talk show programs including NBC’s Today Show, ABC’s Good Morning America, CNN, and FoxNews.  He has also appeared on The Late Show with David Letterman, the Late Late Show with Craig Ferguson, and on Neil deGrasse Tyson’s “Star Talk” radio and television shows.

Mike’s book, Spaceman: An Astronaut’s Unlikely Journey to Unlock the Secrets of the Universe, has received rave reviews and is a New York Times Bestseller.  He has also received a 2017 Christopher Award, the 2017 Columbia University Community Impact Outstanding Community Service Award, and the 2017 Communications Award of the National Space Club.  The street that Mike grew up on in Franklin Square, NY has been renamed “Mike Massimino Street.”

SANA FATHIMA
Investment Manager at Lockheed Martin Ventures

Sana Fathima is an Investment Manager at Lockheed Martin Ventures, the corporate venture arm of Lockheed Martin. Her focus areas include advanced AI / autonomy technology, NextGen manufacturing and materials, and IoT.  Previously, Sana worked on the investment and financial teams for the World Bank Group's $B global funds initiatives, for a leading European VC fund - Atomico, and for Goldman Sachs. She graduated with her MBA from the University of Cambridge, has a PhD background in computer vision from the University of Oxford, and a BS with high honors in engineering from The College of New Jersey.

SIDNEY NAKAHODO
Founder, NY Space Alliance

Sidney N. Nakahodo is a leading authority in space entrepreneurship, and co-founder and CEO of the New York Space Alliance, a platform that empowers space entrepreneurs through mentorship, advising, investment, and community support. In parallel to his commercial space and entrepreneurial activities, he has been active in the academic setting as a visiting scholar and member of the Columbia University faculty. He is a former fellow of Singularity University, a think-tank and accelerator based at the NASA Ames Research Park, in Silicon Valley. Previously he served as a member of the World Bank staff in Washington DC, working with private sector development and carbon finance initiatives, consulted for the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and was a senior researcher in a major think-tank in Brazil, where he was born and raised. He started his career as an engineer in the advanced materials division of a multinational corporation. Sidney holds an MIA from Columbia University’s School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA) and a B. Eng. in Materials Engineering from the University of Sao Paulo (Brazil). He is also a graduate of Singularity University’s Global Solutions Program, which he attended on a Google-sponsored scholarship, and the Kiel Institute’s Advanced Studies Program in International Economic Policy (Germany).  Sidney speaks Portuguese and Spanish, is conversant in French and Italian, and can embarrass himself in German.

WILL PORTEOUS
General Partner and COO RRE Ventures

Will is a General Partner with RRE Ventures.  He also serves as the firm's Chief Operating Officer.  During his 17 year career as an investor Will has served on the boards of more than 20 companies. He is currently a Director of Breather, BuzzFeed, Paperless Post, Pilot Fiber, Spaceflight, and Spire.  Will is also an Adjunct Associate Professor at Columbia Business School and the Chairman of the Dockery Farms Foundation, which he founded.

Will holds an MBA from Harvard University, an MSc from the London School of Economics, and a BA with Honors from Stanford University

DREAM TEAMS - KEYNOTE

SHANE SNOW '10JRN
Co-founder of the content technology company Contently

Shane Snow is an award-winning journalist, celebrated entrepreneur, and the bestselling author of Smartcuts and the forthcoming DREAM TEAMS (June 2018), as well as the co-author of The Storytelling Edge. He is co-founder of the content technology company Contently, which helps creative people and companies tell great stories together, and serves on the board of the Contently Foundation for Investigative Journalism. Snow's writing has appeared in Fast Company, Wired, The New Yorker, and dozens more top publications. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society of the Arts and a recipient of Columbia University's Innovator Award for furthering the cause of journalism. He’s been called a “Wunderkind” by The New York Times, a “Digital Maverick” by Details, and his work “Insanely addicting” by GQ—though he wishes they had been talking about his abs.

DATA ETHICS - KEYNOTE

JEANNETTE WING
Avanessians Director of the Data Science Institute at Columbia

Jeannette comes to Columbia from Microsoft, where for the past four years she has been Corporate Vice President of Microsoft Research, overseeing a global network of research labs. She is widely recognized for her intellectual leadership in computer science, and is now helping to define the new, emerging field of data science. Jeannette’s seminal essay, titled “Computational Thinking,” was published more than a decade ago and is credited with helping to establish the centrality of computer science to problem-solving in fields where previously it had not been embraced.

Before joining Microsoft in 2013, Jeannette held positions at Carnegie Mellon University and the National Science Foundation. She served Carnegie Mellon as Head of the Computer Science Department twice and Associate Dean for Academic Affairs. At the National Science Foundation, she was Assistant Director of the Computer and Information Science and Engineering Directorate, where she oversaw the federal government’s funding of academic computer science research. Her areas of research expertise include security and privacy, formal methods, programming languages, and distributed and concurrent systems. Jeannette has been recognized with distinguished service awards from the Computing Research Association and the Association for Computing Machinery. She holds bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees from MIT.

SPINNING OUT, IN CONTROL- PANEL

ANGELA CHRISTIANO
Richard and Mildred Rhodebeck Professor of Dermatology and Professor of Genetics and Development, CUMC Vice Chair of Research, Department of Dermatology, CUMC

Angela Christiano is a Richard and Mildred Rhodebeck Professor of Dermatology and Professor of Genetics and Development, CUMC Vice Chair of Research, Department of Dermatology, CUMC.
For the past 20 years, Dr. Christiano's research has focused on understanding the molecular processes that lead to inherited skin and hair disorders in humans. Her research career began with the discovery of genetic mutations associated with epidermolysis bullosa, a skin disease that causes severe blistering. Dr. Christiano’s recent work has focused on the investigation of the underlying genetic causes of and identification of potential therapies for alopecia areata, an autoimmune form of hair loss.  She has published more than 300 papers in peer-reviewed journals and has trained more than 50 postdoctoral researchers and clinical fellows at Columbia University through the Program in Genetics & Development, the Institute of Human Nutrition, the Integrated Program in Cellular, Molecular and Biomedical Studies in the Graduate School of Arts & Sciences, the Clinical and Translational Science Award Program, the Stem Cell Training Program. 

Dr. Christiano has received numerous awards, including the New York City Mayor’s Award for Excellence in Science and Technology – Young Investigator’s Award, Columbia University’s Harold and Golden Lamport Research Award for Excellence in Clinical Sciences, the CERIES Research Award, and the North American Hair Research Society’s award for Outstanding Paper of the Year, the Montagna Award from the Society for Investigative Dermatology, and the Ebling Award from the European Hair Research Society. Dr. Christiano is Immediate Past President of the Society for Investigative Dermatology, and served as Deputy Editor of the Journal of Investigative Dermatology for ten years.  Dr. Christiano is a prolific inventor and serial entrepreneur, having filed numerous patents on her discoveries, and successfully moved technologies from the academic setting into the commercial sector.  She has co-founded several companies in the dermatology space, including Skinetics Bioscience (RNAi-based dermatology therapeutics, acquired by Sirna Therapeutics, which was acquired by Merck & Co. in 2007), Vixen Pharmaceuticals (JAK inhibitors for treatment of hair disorders, acquired by Aclaris Therapeutics in 2016), and Rapunzel Bioscience, focused on regenerative therapies and stem cell approaches for skin and hair disorders.  She earned her MS and PhD degrees in Microbiology and Molecular Genetics from Rutgers University.

MICHAL LIPSON
Eugene Higgins Professor Electrical Engineering, Columbia University

Professor Michal Lipson joined the Electrical Engineering faculty at Columbia University in July 2015. She completed her B.S., M.S., and Ph.D. degrees in Physics at the Technion in 1998 followed by a Postdoctoral position at MIT in the Materials Science Department till 2001. In 2001 she joined the School of Electrical and Computer Engineering at Cornell University. She was named Cornell Given Foundation Professor of Engineering in 2013. Lipson was one of the main pioneers in the field of silicon photonics and is the inventor of several of the critical building blocks in the field including the GHz silicon modulator. She holds over 20 patents and is the author of over 200 technical papers. Professor Lipson's honors and awards include the MacArthur Fellow, Blavatnik Award, IBM Faculty Award, R. W. Wood Prize, and the NSF Early Career Award. She is a fellow of OSA and IEEE. Since 2014, she has been named top 1% most cited by Thomson Reuter Award.

TILLA S. WORGALL
Associate Professor of Pathology and Cell Biology

Tilla S. Worgall obtained an MD and PhD degree at the University of Heidelberg Germany in 1991, completed residency in Internal Medicine and came to Columbia University in 1995 as a post-doc.  She joined the lab of Richard Deckelbaum and focused on lipid biology.  She completed a residency in Pathology and became faculty in the Department of Pathology and Cell Biology in 2005.  Her time is divided between work as a clinical pathologist and PI of a research lab, where she focuses on role of lipids in mechanisms of disease and applications of aptamers in clinical chemistry.  Tilla is a co-inventor, with colleagues from Columbia, of several technologies that are currently being pursued through start-up companies.  The first such application has been the development of a point of care monitoring for patients with phenylketonuria, a long standing unmet clinical need.   Another one, that is just taking off, is new personalized technology is .for monitoring of minimal residual disease in cancer patients.   Initial development of these technologies was supported through various internal funding mechanisms, such as Columbia Initiative in Personalized Medicine and Columbia Coulter Initiative.

INNOVATION AND SAVING LIVES - KEYNOTE

GEORGE D. YANCOPOULOS '80CC, '87CUMC
Regeneron’s President and Chief Scientific Officer

George D. Yancopoulos  '80CC, '86GF, '86GF, '87CUMC, MD, PhD, is Regeneron’s President and Chief Scientific Officer. He has led Regeneron alongside Len Schleifer, MD, PhD, since 1989. George has been driven by science his entire life. He began his education at the Bronx High School of Science, received his MD and PhD from Columbia University and went on to become the 11th most highly cited scientist in the world in the 1990s. In 2004, he was elected to be a member of the National Academy of Sciences. Dr. Yancopoulos, together with key members of his team, is a principal inventor and developer of Regeneron's six FDA-approved drugs, as well as its foundational technologies, including the Trap technology, VelociGene® and VelocImmune®.


BLOCKCHAIN - PANEL

WENDY XIAO SCHADECK ’16BUS
Investment Manager at Northzone

Wendy joined Northzone in 2016. She specializes in blockchain, ecommerce, and media.

Prior to joining Northzone, Wendy worked at A. T. Kearney and Accenture, a time she often refers to as “speed reading for corporate America” and took away two main themes: 1. Outsiders create truly disruptive innovation, and 2. Work requires purpose. This propelled her towards the world of startups.

While studying for her MBA at Columbia, she became a mother and became deeply enthralled in the dichotomy of roles women are expected to play, without much societal support in the U.S. In pursuit of work-life integration for all parents (herself included) she founded CoHatchery, a co-working space with onsite childcare.

Currently at Northzone, she is really tuned into the human side of founding a startup and is looking for technologies that create huge societal efficiencies by dramatically and fundamentally altering human behaviour. She has spent a lot of time studying the fundamental issues in blockchain tech as well as what makes digital brands thrive.

In her free time, Wendy enjoys making herself feel uncomfortable by getting in way over her head into a seemingly random selection of hobbies. Current and past endeavours include: snowboarding, volleyball, hip-hop dance, jewellery-making, and classical flute. She is also on a pursuit to travel the world with her family.

BRITTANY LAUGHLIN
Partner at Lattice Ventures

Brittany Laughlin is a Partner at Lattice Ventures, an NYC seed fund focused on edge tech, network effects-driven companies built by teams with strong market expertise. She brings her experience as an investor and serial entrepreneur to help entrepreneurs successfully scale from seed to IPO. Investment areas include AI, the future of work, fintech, blockchain, and infrastructure. Prior she spent 3+ years at Union Square Ventures, a Series A stage venture capital firm with $1B+ under management. Some portfolio companies include Etsy, Twitter, SoundCloud, Tumblr, Lending Club, and Kickstarter. Her entrepreneurial endeavors include founding VetsinTech NYC, transitioning military veterans into technology jobs, and founding gtrot, a social travel recommendation engine sold to Groupon. She holds a B.S. in Marketing and International Business from NYU Stern. Laughlin writes about building great companies, venture investing, community-building, and blockchain. Learn more at lattice.vc

JOEL MONEGRO
Partner at Placeholder

Joel Monegro is a partner at Placeholder, a thesis-driven venture capital firm based in New York that invests in decentralized information networks. Before founding Placeholder with Chris Burniske in 2017, Joel led Union Square Ventures' crypto thesis and investments. Prior to USV, he worked for the Government of the Dominican Republic as Manager of the Digital Economy Department, an office dedicated to tech policy and payment system reform.

CLOSING KEYNOTE

Marco Zappacosta, ‘07CC, Co-Founder & Chief Executive Officer Thumbtack
Marco Zappacosta is the Co-Founder and CEO of Thumbtack, a service that makes helps consumers to find and hire local service professionals such as photographers, tutors, and gardeners.
Most recently Thumbtack was named to the FastCompany Most Creative Companies list.
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